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Summary far the National Register. 


In New Grenada, at Santa Fee, on the 18th Oct. 
the Patriots under Bolivar, were following up their 


“oe the 27th of Nov. a brilliant meteor was ob- 
served, in its passage over various parts of N. York, 
N. Jersey, Delaware, &c. In appearance it resem 
bled a red hot piece of iron emitting sparks. { 

On the 4th of Dec, Join W. Eppes a senator in 
Congress from Virginia, resigned his seat. On the 
20th, James Picasants was appointed his successor, 
and T. W. Randolph was elected governor of that 
commonwealth. 


Mons. Varnhagen Van Ense is said to have been | } j 
: : ‘ jesty, minister to the || Of the branches of the Bank of the United States, 
weslesed te een aa ione, aot 4 upon the request of the Legislature of such state ; . 


U. States. Mr. Greuhm, at present, fills that situa- 

n. 
ne is reported that Mr A. Gallatin, our minister 
at the court of France, will resign his office int June 
next, and return home. : : 

Gen. Veves, the Spanish minister appointed to 
give “explanations” to our government on the non- 
ratification of the Flevida treaty, is said to be a ve- 
teran of 80 years old. ; 

Gen Harrison has resigned his situation as U. 8. 
bank director at the Cincinnati Branch. 

Dr. John Condit has been appointed by the Pre- 
sident collector of the port of Jersey, N.J. ' 

In the bank of Missouri, at St, Louis, A. L. Lang- 
ham has been elected cashier. 

The Columbus, 74, left this city on the 13th Dec. 
for St. Mary’s whither she was towed by the steam- 
boat Washington. 

Mr. Samuel Sprig, of Prince George’s County, 
was, on the 13th of Dec. elected governor of the 
State of Maryland, for the ensuing year; and on 
the 14th Wm. Pinkney and Edward Lloyd were 
elected senators in Congress, from that state, and 
took their seats on the 4th inst. 

Felix Grundy and Wm S Brown are appointed 
by the state of Tennessee to ascertain the boundary 
line between that state and Kentucky. 

About the 26 of Nov. alarming earthquakes were 
felt, near Salmon river, on the Canada lines, 

The Kentucky legislature convened at Frank- 
fort on the 6th of December. Gen. M. D. Hardin 
was chosen spezker of the house, and Col. W. D 
Biackburn speaker pro tem. in the Senate. 

The Pennsylvania Legislature met at Harrisburg 
on the 10th dt Dec. Isaac Weaver was re-elected 
ema in the Senate, and Joseph Lawrence was | 
chosen fur the same office in the House. 

The Vice President of the U. States, Daniel D. 
Tompkins, arrived in this city on the 23d, and took 
his chair in the Senate on the 24th of Dec. 

At Frankfort, Kentucky, Col. 8. M. Johnson was 
elected a senator in Congress on the 10th of Dec. 


Langdon Cheves, Manuel Eyre, Nich Biddle of 
Philadelphia, John M‘Kim, jr of Baltimore, and 
Charles E. Dudley, of N. York, are appointed by 
the President and confirmed by the Senate to be 
directors of the U. S. bank on behalf of the govern- 
ment, for 1820- 


—~<=——— 
CONGRESS. 

The journal of the Senate has hitherto been un- 
commonly barren: the only novelty afforded up to 
January 4, is the following resolutions, submitted 
by Mr. Logan, of Kentucky. 

Resolved, That, as the content and happiness of 
the people cannot be expected under collisions and 
the want of harmony between their governments, 
that, therefore, the committee on the Judiciary be 


instructed to enquire whether provision may not be 
duly made by law, for the removal from any state 


except, during those periods of war, when the pub- 
lic good and the exigencies of the nation shail oiber- 
wise require 

Resolved, That said committee be also instruct- 
ed to enquire whether the charter of the Bank of 
the United States cannot be so amentled, as that 
any citizen uf the United States may obtain infor. 
mation from the bank or its branches, of the amount 


| of debts due, or which shall have been contracted 


therein, by any person or persons whatsocver, eith- 
er as principal or endorser. 

And that, in order more effectually to guard 
against the partialities and fi.voritism, into which in- 
stitutions of the kind are so prone tu run, and to 
prevent, in some degree, as a consequence therecf, 
sacrifices of property, and the seduction of civil and 
political rights— 

Resolved, ‘That the said committee be further in- 
structed to enquire whether provision cannot be re- 
gularly made, by Jaw, for requiring, that, from and 
after the day of the pro- 
per officers of those banks shall certify to this Go- 
vernment, the xames, with the sume of all persons 
and firms, indebted in their respective banks, where 
the amount shall exceed the sum of § and 
the duration of those debts shall have been four a 
greater length of time than 


The resolutions having been read, Mr. Logan 





rose and addressed the Senate about an hour in sup- 
port of the several features of his proposition—ar- 
guing to shew that the enquiry was necéssary, 


just, and constitutional. 


Mr. Wixsox, of N, J. called for a division of the 
question on the resolutions; and, no further de- 
bate ensued. 

The question was taken on the first resolution, 
and decided in the negative—ayes 12, noes 24, 

The question was then put onfthe two remaining 
resolutions, successively, without debate, and also 
decided in the negative, without a division; but few 





vice Mr, Crittenden resignec; and took his seat on 
the 3dinst. ig 


i voices being heard in the affirmative, 
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-and amendment of it. The resolution was agreed 


16th CONGRESS—1si SESSION, 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES. 
December 22. 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. from the commit- 
tee of claims, made unfavorable reports on the }] 
petitions of John M’Crea and of William B. 
Ligon, which were severally read and concur- 
red in. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of N.C. the 
door-keeper of the house was directed to dis- 
pose of the furniture used by the house in the 
building where it lately sat, nor wanied for the 
present chamber, and place the proceeds in 
the contingent fund of the house. 

Mr. Smyth, of Va. submitted the following 
resolution: 

Reselved, That the Secretary of War be instruct 
ed to cause to be prepared and ‘aid before this 
house, at the next session of Congress, a system of 
martial law, and a system of field service, and po- 
lice, for the government of the army of the United 
States. 

Mr. S. stated, that this motion was made by the 
unanimous request of the military committee; and, 
explanatory of the motives which dictated the pro- 
position, Mr. S. took a brief view. of the defects of 
the existing military code of the country, and of 
some of the benefits likely to result from a revision 


to. 

Mr. Waiker, of N. C. offered the following reso- 
Jution: 

Resolved, ‘That it is expedient to provide by law 
that all minors who enlisted in the army of the 
United States, in the late war with Great Britain, 
and who continued in service until peace was con- 
cluded, and were discharged as minors,:be allowed 
a bounty of land, as a compensation, thut is reason- 
able and adequate to their service. 

Mr Taylor, of New York, objected te this 
resolution, because, instead of proposing, in 
the usual mode, to enquire into the expediency 
of allowing the bounty, it was a motion to de- 
clare at once that such a bounty is expedient. 
or such a declaration he was not prepared, 
because he did not believe that such further 
provision for the persons in question was ex- 
pedient. ‘They had, by the grace and charity 
of the government, been-placed on the same 
footing of other soldiers, and he saw no rea- 
son io extend further bounty to them. He was 
generaliy in favor, or at least willing to assent 
io, enquiry, but, unless presented to the house 
in that shape, he must vote against this pro- 
position. 

Mr. Walker modified his motion so as te 
direct the military committee to enquire into 
the exnediency of the object. 

Mr. Strother moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion, after some con- 
yersation on the subject, was lost. 

The question was then taken on agreeing 
to the resolution, and decided in the negative 
—ayes 57, noes 70. 





‘The engrossed joint resoluticn, directing a 
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distribution of copies of the Journals of the 
Convention, &c. to those members of the pre- 
sent Congress not embraced by the former re- 
solution, (which it was inadvertently staid 
had passed yesterday) was read the third ime, 
and, on motion of Mr. Whitman, referredtoa 
select committee. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of William 
M‘Donald, adiwinistrator of his brother James, 
was read the third time, passed, and sent to 
the Senate. 

The bills for the relief of Matthew Barrow, 
and providing for the accommodation of the 
Ciscuit Court of the District of Columbia, 
were received from the Seuate, severally 
wice read and referred 

LOSSES IN SEMINOLE WAR, 

The House then resumed the consideration 
of the billto provide for the payment for hor- 
ses or other property lost, captured, or des- 
troyed during the Seminole War. ‘The debate 
on the motion for indefinite postponement was 
resumed, and continued nearly until sunset; 
when the question thereon was decided in the 
negative, by the following vote : 

For the postponement 60 

Against it 94 
Mr. Zthea then moved an amendment to the 
bill; but, before acting on it, 

The flouse adjourned. 

DECEMBER 23, 
After the presentation and reference of pe- 
titions— 
Mr. Smith, of Md. reported a bill supple- 
mentary to the act “to regulate and fix the 
compensation of clerks in the different ofli- 
ces,” (to continue certain clerks in some of 
the offices,) which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 
Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, from the committee 
on Private Land Claims. reported a bill for 
the relief of the beirs of Anthony Burk; 
which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Anderson, from the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, made an uniavorable report on the 
petitions for the benefit of Samuel Dale; 
which was read and concurred in. 

Mr. A. from the same committee, reported 
a bill to authorise the Commissioner of the 
Land Office to remit the payment of certain 
instalments due on certain lots in Shawnee- 
town, in the state of [llinois. Twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Hi!!, of Massachusetts submitted for 
consideration the following resolution: 

tesolved, That s committee be appointed te en- 
quire into the expediency of estabhs!ing » N. onal 
University within the District of Columb; sad 
that the committee have leave to report by ‘ili or 
otherwise. . 

Mr Zi? said, in introducing his metion, 





that the adoption of this measure had been 
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recommended by each of our illustrious Pre- 
sidents, and with a particular view, among 
other things, to perpetuate the Union, and 
form a national character. Whatever, there- 
fore, had this teadency, he wanted to pro- 
mote. Some gentlemen, said he, doubt the 
constitutionality of the project connected 
with internal improvement. Sir, this is the 
point at issue; and if there is not to be found 
a sufficient number in both houses to pass the 
law, the way will be open to apply to the peo- | 
ple, the fountain of power, to be vested with 
the authority. Other gentlemen will proba- 
bly say, that there is no surplus money in 
the Treasury; and that this is not the time 
to introduce the subject; but 1 think diflereat- 
ly. The resources of the United States are 
great, and the wealth of a nation consists in 
the industry and economy of its inhabitants 
I think, therefore, we may not fear to make 
the experiment, and hope my motion will 
prevail. - ; 

The question being then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution, it was decided in the negative. 
So the proposition was rejested. 

Mr: Hexpricks, of Indiana, offered for consider- 
ation the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of so amending the law of forfeiture, that the actual 
settler and cultivator ef the soil shall have a pre- 
ference of re-entry after his lands shall have been 
forfeited to the United States, and before they shall 
be exposed to public sale. 

On the question to agree to this resolution. the 
House divided, without debate; and it was agreed 
to—64 votes to 58, i 

On motion ef Mr. Srroyc, of Yt. the committce 
on the post office was instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Hano- 
ver, N. H. by the way of Lyman’s bridge, and on 
White river turnpike, through Randolph, Brook- 
field, Williamstown and Barre, to Montpelier in 
¥ermont. 

On motion of Mr. Ronrrtson, the post office com- 
mittee were instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of establishing a post route from Estill C. HL. in 
Kentucky, to Patrick’s salt works in Ciay county. 

On motion of Mr. Fost, of Conn. after. afew 
words from bim and Mr. Storrs, respecting its ob- 
ject, the following resolve was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be direct- 
ed to lay before this house the rules and regulations 
established by the commissioner, and adopted by 
the War Department, in relation to the execution : 
of the “act to authorize the payment for property 
lost, captured or destroved by the enemy, while in 
the mil:tary service of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” passed the 9th of April, 1816; 
particularly in relation to horses lost. 

Mr. lotmrs, of Massachusetts, after stating that 
on the 27th day of March last, a resolve had passed, 
this house, calling on one of the Departments for a: 
statement c+ the monies paid for extra services, to 
the Attorney General of the United States, and for 
an account of the nature of those seryices; and that, 
on the 3d March last, a report had been made on 


= 
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the subject, and ordered to lic on the table—moved 


19 
that this report now be referredto the eommittee on 
the Expenditares of the State Department. 

Qn motion of Mr, Coox, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to enquireinto the expediency of re- 
peating so much of an act, entitled * An act to pro- 
vide for the appointment of a surveyor of the pub- 
lic lands in the territory of Hlinois and Missouri,” 
passed April 29, 1816, a8 authorizes the said sur- 
veyor to bave the lands in the now state of UWinois 
surveyed according to the provisions of the said 
recited act; and to enquire into the expediency of 
providing for the appointinent of a separate sut- 
veyor of the public lanJs within said state. 

On motion of Mr. Cons, of Georgia, the com- 
mittee uf the whole were cischa from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill for the relief of ‘Tho- 
mas Carr and others, and it was referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Conn, the committee on the 
District of Columbia were instructed to enquire ins 
to the expediency of authorising and requiving the 
levy court of said county to lay a tax upon the peo- 
ple of the county of Washington, of sufficient 
amount to defray the expense of building a court 
house, &c. 

Vne bille from the Senate, for the relief of Eli 
Hart, and of Samuel Ward, were severally read 
twice, and committed. 

The Order of the Day being called for, on the 
unfinished business of yesterday, viz: the bill to 
authorise the payatent for horses or other proper- 
ty lost, captured, or destroyed, during the Seminole 
War— 

Mr. Foor moved that the further consideration 
thereof be postponed, with a view to the reception, 
before acting upon it of the information contem- 
plated by a resulution this day passed, on his mo- 
tion 

‘this motion was opposed by Mr. Strother, of Va. 
and Mr Jones. of Ten. but was determined in the 
affirmative—S2 to 60. So the bill was for the pre- 
sent pastponed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The House being in committee of the whole, 
on the bill, received from the Senate, to pro- 
vide for the accommodation of the Circuit 
Court for the District of Columbia, by aurho- 
rizing the Marshal to rent a building for the 
use of the Court, and for keeping the records 
thereof, at an expense not exceeding 800 dol- 
lars per annum— 

Mr, Cuay (Speaker) said, it was no doubt 
proper that a place should be provided in 
which the Court should hold its sittings; but 
it was worth enquiry whether this accommo- 
dation ought to be provided at the public ex- 
pense, or at that ofthe people of the county of 
Washington. He was indisposed at least, to 
vote for this bill, until an examination was 
made, whether the necessary accommodation 
could not be obtained in some one of the Pub- 
lic Buildings. Ta this splendid, this imperial 
city, said Mr. C. in which there are such ex- 
tensive buildings belonging to the United 
States, are we to beat the further expeose of 





899 dollars per annum to previde a building 
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for the Comt of the District—a sum which 
would purchase the ftee-simple of very many 
of the county court houses in some of the 
states? Is it possible that no provision can be 
made for the sittings of the court, without 
renting for its use the bouse Jately’ occupied 
Ly Congress? He trusted the honorable gen 

tleman under wirose auspices this bill was now 
called up, weuld favor the House with infor 

mation whether, in the building occupied by 
the General Post-Office, or some other public 
building, the requisite accemmodation could 
not be obtained without this expenditure of 
public money. 

Mr. Cobb. of Georgia, said he had been as 
much surprised as the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Clay) could possibly have been, 
when he first understood that there was in 
the city no building appropriate for the sittings 
of the court. But such was the fact: they 
had huherto made use of the apartment pro- 
vided for the use of the Supreme Court; and, 
being deprived of that by a recent arrange 
meni, unless some building was provided for 
the use of the Court, whose session was to 
commence on Monday next, the returns of 
process to be made on that day would be ne- 
cessarily void. With respect to the building 
to be selected, there was nothing in the bill 
which designated it, as might be supposed 
from the gentleman’s allusion: on the contra- 
ry, that matter was to be left wholly to the 
discretion of the President. There were, Mr. 
C, said, many causes depending in the court, 
in which the United States were irterested; 
and it was therefore impvitant, apart from 
the particular interest of the people of the 
District, that the Court should be daly held. 
Ie himself believed, he said, that this expense 
ought to be borne by the District; and, in con- 
sequence of that belief, had this morning sub- 
mitied a resolution (which had been adopted 
by the house) to direct the proper committee 
“to enquire imto the expediency of forcing the 
county to lay taxes to build a court house, if 
they would not do it in any other way. The 
‘bill was proposed to be limited to two years; 
a! the end of which time the committee sup- 
posed a permanent provision might be made 
_ by the county for holding the courts, &c. 

Mr. Livermore, of N. Hampshire, made a 
‘few remarks, not distinctly beard; bat the 
purport of them was, that the county of Wash- 
ineton had no more right to expect the United 
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Mr. Cobb said, ne was not very conversant 
with the laws relating to this District; but, as 


he bad before said, he had no doubt of the 


power of Congress to provide prospectively 
for this object by passing a law, ifthey thought 
proper, to compel the levy court of the county 
to lay atax for the purpose of building a court 
nouse. 
After a few remarks from Mr. Southard, of 
New Jersey, the amendments to the bill pro- 
posed by the cummiitee for the District of Col- 
umbia, were separately agreed to. [The one 
authorises the Marshal to furnish as well as 
rent the necessary buildiny: the other limits 
the duration of the bill to two yeats. 
The committee then rose and reposted the 
bill; which being taken up in the House— 
And the question being put on concurring 
inthe amendments, it was decided in tue ne- 
gative. . 
The question was then stated on ordering 
the bill to be read a third time. 
Mr. Strother, of Virginia, expressed his re- 
gret, that the indisposition of any other mem- 
ber to do it, imposed on him the duty of ob- 
jecting to this bill, On turning to the Con- 
stitution, and examining the relation of this 
District to the United States, he said, he 
found nothing which required of Congress to 
defray those expences which, in other parts of 
the Union were borne by the people in their 
respective counties and districts. if we cast 
our eyes over this district, said Mr. S. we shall 
find the people as capable of erecting buildings 
for county purposes, as any county in the Uni- 
ted States, And with what countenance, he 
asked, would the people of the county in 
which the geutleman from Georgia resided, 
for example, come before Congress, and ask 
of it to build a court house for their accommo- 
dation? He should not be opposed to a bill au- 
thorizing them to rent, at their own expence, 
a suitable building, if such a law was necessa- 
ry. But the people had no claim on the Trea- 
sury of the United States for any such purpose. 
They ought to look for such objects to their 
own resources. For his part, he would not 
consent to tax the people of the United Staies 
fer the convenience of this litle District of 
Columbia. Here, said he, you have all around 
you displayed the pride and splendor of wealth, 
by the inhabitants of the district, and T will 
not, for one, consent to exact from the pockets 
of the hardy yeomaary of the country the 





States to pay the expense of holding its courts 
than apy other county in any state in the U- 
pion 

Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, asked whether there 
was nothing in the existing laws which would 
enable the proper authority to provide a place 


means of supporting institutions intended ex- 
elusively foc their use and benefit. 

Mi Cotb said he had already expliciily 
stated his opinion that it ought to be made the 
duty of the people of the county te provide @ 
court house for its own use. However much 








in which to hold the court? 


it was their duty now, they had not-done if 
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heretotore. But he wouid ask of gentlemen, 
he said, whether it was not the duty of Cop- 
gress itself to see that this was done? How 
happens it, said he, that we, who have exclu 
sive jurisdiction over this district, should have 
bern so blind to our duty and to its interest, 
that we have provided no way in which build- 
ings for county purposes could be erected? He 
did not, therefore, see exa tly how the propo- 
sition now before the house could with pro, rt 
ety be made the foundation of the anati« mas 
launched by the gentleman irom Virgiuia 
against the pride and splendor of this disirict, 
So far as he was himself concerned, Mr. C. 
said be had already taken steps to remedy ihe 
defect which was ui ged as an objection to tius 
bill, by suggesting a law requiring that the 
proper provision for the sittings of tue cout 
should hereafter be made by the levy court oF 
the district. He was sorry that the house had 
rejected the amendments proposed to the bill, 
since one of ‘hem went to limit its eperation to 
two years, by which time the committee had 
supposed the requisite accommodation could 
be provided for the court in another manner 
than by Congress. 

Mr Whitman, of Massachusetts, said, he 
could not smagine any necessity for vassing 
this law. Heretofore no law had passed, de- 
signating the place where the Courts should 
hold their sessions; and yet they had always 
been duly held. ‘The difficulty which was re- 
presented now to exist, in regard to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, might with equal reason be 
complained of in any of the Circuit and Dis- 
trict Couris of the United States. There was 
not on ihe statute book any act desigoating 
the buildings in which the Circuit or District 
Courts of the United States snould be beld ia 
any part of the United States. In mauy i» 
stances, the District Courts had been unde: 
the necessity of holding thei: sessions in public 
houses in the towns where they sat. The ex- 
pense thus incurred had been defrayed, lie 
presumed, ander the general law authorizing 
such disbursements by the Marshals of the 
respr«tive districts. Heretofore, without any 
spe: ial law, the Circuit Court for this District 
had been held in some part of the Capitol. 
There was, Mr. W. said, a wide difference be- 
tween the other Courts of the Usted States 
and the Circuit Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Th» former ought to be held at the 
expease of the United States. But, ia the 
District of Columbia, the people ought certain- 
ly to defray the expenses of their own courts 
The Courts of the United States in the severa, 
Districts are for the purposes of the United 


, States, and the Courts of this District are for 


the pusnoses of the District—for the benefii 0° 
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son why the District of Columbia should sup- 
port an establishment of this kind, as thatany 
state should support its own ‘The Uniied 
States had already built a jail for the accom- 
modation of the People of this part of thy Dis- 
trict, who were fully able themseives to bear 
an «xpense of this kind. Tis District was 
as rich a section of the country as any of the 
came extent to be found in the United States; 
and its population was such as authorized it to 
support its own establishments. , 

Mr. Strother again spoke. Wilh regard to 
other courts of the United States, he said, the 
building occupied by the Federal Court tor the 
Virginia District was not provided at the «x. 
pense of the United States, but was fui oisied 
for its use tree of expense But the gentie- 
man from Georgia had cemarked that Con- 
giess had not done its duty on this subject. 
It was not for Congress to voluuteer their 
legislation on the subjec: when the people had 
aot applied for it; and, because ii was al a 
late day proposed, was that any reason why 
‘he government should defray the expens: of 
buildiug a court room? He contended, he 
said, that the People of the Disiict had no 
right te exact of Congress, that they should 
purchase or rent a building for their exciusive 
use and benefit. What was the difference, in 
this respect, between any county in Alabama, 
or in Ulinois, and the county of Washington, 
in this district? They had equal claims on 
the public purse. Aud would any one say, 
that, if any county in Hlinvis were to apply to 
Congress for the purpose, a court-house would 
be built for them at the pubiie expense? 
What is there in the Constitution, said he, 
which gives to the People of this District a 
higher claim than the people of one of those 
counties? Are the People destitute of the 
means of furnishing the necessary building 
themselves? Is there poverty here or is there 
wealth? Isthe public money disbursed here 
:o lavishly, and have not the Peopie the means 
of ereeting a building sufficient to accommoe 
date their courts? There was nothing in the 
Constitution, he said, which require Congress 
to pass this bill; and charity did not require 
it, because those who beg are wealthy. Fort 
he information the of House, he wouid state, 
that the room provided (in the North Wing of 
ihe Capitol) for the accommodation of the Sa- 
»reme Court was aow vacant, and would be so 
uatil that court should meet four weeks hence; 
ind he hoped it would not be pretended that 
the white ermine of that Court would be sul- 
ved, or that its dignity would be wounded, by 
vermitting the Circait Court of the District to 
sit there for four weeks. 

la relationto the preservation of the ree 
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Court, this Clerk, he learnt, received a com- 
peasation for his se: vices, amounting to some- 
where, about ten thousand dellars per annum. 
Could he not appropriate, ont of this conside- 
rable emolument, a sum sufficient for his own 
accommodation and the preservation of the 
records of his office? In this respect, the 


passing of that bill into a law would only be} 


an immediate benefit tothe Clerk, to relieve 
him from the aecessity of providing an apart- 
ment for his ewn accommodation. It was noi 
the magnitude of this question, Mr. S. swid, 
but the principle involved in it, whieh made 
him oppose this bill. This District, he re- 
peated, was amply competent to support its 
own establishments, without the interference 
of Congress; without extracting money for 
that purpose from the pockets of the laborer 
who earns his bread by the sweat of his brow, 
or by the hardy seaman who subjects himsel/, 
in pursuit ofa livelihood, to all the hardships 
and dangers of the ocean, 

Mr. Warfield, of Maryland, spoke in favor 
of the bill. Whether the practice of farnish- 
ing rooms for the accommodation of the 
Court was or waS not correct, appeared to 
him not now to be the point for discussion. la 
the case now before the house, whatever might 
be the practice in regard to the other Courts 
of the United States, it had been the invaria- 
ble practice to have public rooms assigned for 
the accommedation ofthe Court The infor- 
mationjthat they were now to be deprived of 
the use of those rooms had been given but a 
short time since. It now appeared, that all 
the public buildings were so far occupied as 
that no place could be had for the suitable ac- 
eommodation of the Court. Next Monday 
was the term-day of that Court. It was im- 
portant not only to the interests of this Dis- 
trict, but to those also of the United States, 
that the Court should proceed in the discharge 
of its judicial duties, because there were cas- 
es depending in the Court in which the Unit- 
ed States have an inierest. It appeared to 
him, Mr. W. said, that thé question did not 
properly present itself now, whether the coun- 
ty was bound to make the appropriation to ac- 
comimodate the Court, o1 whether it was a 
part of the duty of the government of the Uni- 
ted States todoso. That point would pro- 
perly present itself when the report of the 
committee on this subject should be made. 
The argument drawn from Illinois and Ala- 
bama, he conceived, did not apply to this case. 
Tt seemed to him, and, when the question 
should fairly come before the house, he tho’t 
it might be demonstrated, that it is the duty 
of the United States to provide for the accom 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN- 8, 1820—CONGRESS. 


exclusive jurisdiction over this district. 
may have been the tault of those interested in 
the erection of this building, that no proposi- 
tion has heretofore been presented to Con- 





modation of this Court: But he waived this 
question for the present. We, said he, have 
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gress on this subject. But, it may also be 
said, that the omisiion to make such a pro- 
vision shews a want of due attention on the 
pari of Congress to the situation of those who 
are under their exclusive care. ‘The argu- 
ment drawn from the alleged profiis of 
the Clerk’s oifice, did not bear on this 
question. The profits, whatever they were, 


| arose from the business which he transacted, 


and were exclusively bis own. With what 
propriety, then, could the Clerk be called up- 
op to appropriate what was. exclusively his 
own for the accommodation of the Court isti- 
tuted by the United States? Such a limitation 
should be given to the operation of the law as 
the house might think proper; but, under the 
circumstances, be thought the law, in some 
shape, ought to pass. 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland, rose to correct 
an erroneous impression which appeared to 
prevail, that ii was the People of the District 
who had applied to Congress for the passage 
of this bill. It was a proposition, in fact, from 
the other branch of the Legislature, and uot 
fram the citizens of the district. It had ori- 
ginated witha committee of that body, who 
reported it to be incompatible with the conve- 
nience of the committee of the Senate, that 
the Court of the county should continue to 
occupy the rooms heretofore used by it and its 
officers. With regard to the renting or 
building a court house by the levy court, Mr. 
K. said its powers were limited, and did not 
embrace such an object. 

Mr. PinpA.t, of Virginia, was willing to 
make present provision for the accommodation 
of the Court; but was desirous to limit the ope- 
ration pf the bill. Hetherefore proposed an 
amendment going to limit the operation of the 
bill to one year. 

This amendment was agreed to. 

And the question being put on ordering the 
bill toa third reading, as thus amended, it 
was decided in the negative. So the bill was 
rejected. 

NAVY APPROPRIATIONS. 

The other orders of the day being rostponed 
for the putpose, the Hotise resolved itseif into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. H, Netsow in the 
chair, on the bills reported by the committee of 
Ways and Means, for making additional appropria- 
tions for the support of the Navy. Little progress 
was made in the business, before the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 


again. And the House adjourned. 
DEcrtBER 27, 


Mr. Butler, of Louisiana, appeared to-day, 





and took his seat. 
Mr. Rhea, from the committee of pensions 
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of the Mint, of sundry assays of foreign coins, 
made in obedience to the act of April 29, 
1816; which was read and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hooks, it was 

Resolved, That the committee otf'the ju 
dicia: y be instructed to enquire into the ex 
pediency of providing by law for perfecting 
titles for land sold for direct tax, where the 
collector is dead or removed without having 
made titles for such land. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of N. C. 

Resolved, that the Sccretary of War be 
directed to report to this house the aggregate 
amount of the military peace establishment 
of the United States actually in service for 
each and every year since the year i815; 
distinguishing between the number of officers 
noa-commissioned officers, musicians. and the 
number of privates. 

RESTRICTION OF SLAVERY. 

Mr. Teylor, of N. Y. rose and stated, that 
he was instructed by the committes to whom 
had been referred the resolution of the 15th 
inst. directing an enquiry into the expediency 
of prohibiting the extension of slavery in the 
territories of the U.S toask to be discharged 
from tie farther consideratien of the subject. 
Mr. ‘I+ gave as a reason for this motion, that 
the committee had found that, aftera free ia- 
terchange of opinions, they could not, consist- 
ently with their ideas of public duty, come 
to any conclusion, or agree on any report 
which could promise to unite in any degree 
the conflicting views of the house on this 
question. 

The question was taken on discharging the 
committee from the further consideration of 
the subject, and agreed to. 

Mr. Taylor then, as he observed, to bring 
the question before the house, at a proper 
time and ina distinct shape, and not with a 
view to invite a discussion on it at this time, 
moved the following resolution: 

* Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
with instructions to reporta bill prohibiting 
the further admission of slaves into the terri- 
tories of tne U. S. west of the river Mississip- 

i? 
Mr. Lowndes said he should have no objec- 
tion to the resolution, if its effect would be 
nothing more than was stated by the mover; 
but it surely ought not to be expected that the 
House would pass without discussion a reso- 
lution expressed in terms such as the one be- 
fore them. Before the House should agree to 
instruet a committee to bring in a bill em- 
bracing a principle om which there were vary- 
ing opinions, it would certainly discuss the 
preliminary question. . He suggested, there- 
tore that the phraseology be modified so as not 











to express any opinion of the House in adopt- 
ing it If a committee could not agree, as 
had just been stated, it certainly could not 
be expected that the House would adopt 
such a form of expression, without debate, as 
should indicate an agreement of opinion on 
this subject. 

Mr. Luylor did not understand the resolu- 
tion in the same way as Mr. Lowndes The 
House could not get at the question unless it 
was on a bill; and, indirect'ug the committee 
to prepare a bill, he did not intend to express 
any opinion on the principle of the bill, or in- 
tend that the House should decide on the ab- 
stract question. Had such been his object, he 
would have stated in the resolution that it was: 
expedient &c. He presumed there were no 
members, he knew of none, who doubted the 
constitutional power of Congress to impose 
such a restriction on the territories, and the 
only question which the till could present, 
was one of expediency. The resolution would 
not commit any member as to the abstract 
question referred to. ‘ 

Mr. Rhea was opposed to the resolution, be- 
cause he considered it not a very fair way of 
ceming at the question. ‘The acoption of 
such a resolution by the House would have 
the effect to spread an opinion through the 
country, that the Hovse approved of the bill 
they ordered to be brought in, and that it 
would become a law; and he wished no such 
opinion to go forth. 

Mr Smith, of Md. said, the proper course 
was the usual one—to refer the enquiry toa 
committee Let them consider it; if they 
should report a bill, let that bill go to a com- 
piittee of the whole, waen the House woul: be 
apprised of it, and would be prepared to dis- 
euss and act on it. [le moved that the reso- 
Intion be committed to a committee of the 
whole House, and made the order for the se- 
cond Menday in January; because the mem- 
bers had been prepared to anticipate, on that 
day, the discussion of the subject in another 
form. 

Mr. Mercer was sure, from the first, that 
nothing like compromise would grow out of 
the adoption and reference of the former reso-, 
lution, because one party founded their opin- 
ions, honestly, he had no doub!, on what they 
conceived the solemn obligations of justices 
and the other party founded theirs on the so- 
lemn obligations of an oath. As respected the 
discussion of this subject, it had been referred 
to the second Monaay in January, ane it was 
considered setiled that it would not come up 
before. It was, therefore. improper to take 
up the discussion now, in the absence of many 
members, who had left here in confidence that 
the subject would not be discussed until a fix- 
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ed day; and in a way, too, which would com- 
mit the House on the question.—Whenever a 
member wished to bring in a bill, he always 
gave notice, and was required to do so; be- 
cause a solemn character was given to a sub- 
ject when once entertained by the House, and 
it was considered fair to give notice, Mr. M. 
observed that his objections to the resolution 
grew out of no hostility to its object. When 
the question proposed should come fairly be- 
fore the House, he should support the propo- 
sition. Sianding here as a Representative of 
the people west of the Mississippi, he should 
record his vote against suffering the dark cloud 
of inhumanity, which now darkened his coun- 
try, from rolling on beyond the peaceful shores 
of the Mississippi. 

Mr. Taylor rose again to say that the dis- 
cussion could net come op without abundant 
notice. ‘The bill would take its course atthe 
foot of the orders, when reported, and would 
come upinitsturn. The effect of Mr. Smith’s 
motion would be to discuss the subject twice— 
first on the resolution in committee of the 
whole, and then on the bill itself, The dis- 
cussion of the resolution he conceived was 
superfluous—the question could be fully de- 
bated on the bill, 

Mr. Smith said, it certainly could not be 
expected that the resolu.ion could be adopted 
without discussing the whole merits of the 
subject, inasmuch as the resolution called on 
the House to sanction what there was a dif- 
ference of opinion on. If the question was 
taken now, it would be taking advantage of 
the absent members. 

Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts, did not 
agree with the mover of this resolution, It 
proposed to instruct a committee to bring in a 
bill for the particular object. This proposition 
tested the opinion of the House on the mea- 
sure; becauseif he voted for instructing a 
committee for any object, it would be expected 
of him to vote for the bill, when it should be 
reported, pursuant te the instruction—uvnless 
he wished to be thought inconsistent. To vote 
for the instruction would certainly be consi- 
dered as a pledge to support the object of the 
bill. Mr. H. observed that whatever he might 
thins aboat prohibiting slavery in the territo- 
ries of the United States, he could entertain no 
doubt on the other question. His mind was 
fully made up and settled, that the heuse had 
no right to inhibit a state in this particular. 
The coustitution of the conatry—the treaty 
of cession, ‘settled his opinion on this ques- 
tion, and forbad him to:hesitate in declaring 
that Congress had no power to prolibit the 
exercise of this priviiege by the state of Mis- 
souri. 
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a few observations, the object of which was to 
shew, that a vote in favor of this resolution 
pledged neither the house, nor the members 
individually, to vote for any bill which should 
be reported in pursuance of it, if adopted. 

Mr. Holmes said he had not contended that 
a vote for the resolution would absolutely 
bind members to vote for the bill; because 
they had a right to be inconsistent, if they 
chose. If they were consistent, however, 
they would not vote for the resolution, if they 
did not intend also to vote for the bill. 

The question was then taken on postponing 
the question, and decided in the affi: mative, 
by a vote of 83 votes to 62. 

On motion of Mr. Crowell, the committee 
on Public Lands was instrucied to enquire into 
the expediency of establishing one or more ad- 
ditional Land Offices in the State of Alabama. 

NAVY APPROPRIATIONS. 

The house, according to the order of the 
Day, resolved itself into'a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Nelson of Virginia in the chair, on | 
the bill making certain further appropriations 
for the support of the Navy of the United 
States. 

(When this subject was before the house on 
Thursday last, some discussion took place on 
the subject of transfers of appropriations 
from one bead of expenditures to another, 





which Mr. Storrs commenced, and in which 
Mr. Smith of Md. Mr. Randolph, and Mr. 
Mercer took part. When that discussion was 
adjourned, it was with the understanding that, 
on the subject being resumed, the chairman 
of the committee would communicate to the 
house such information on the subject as 
inight be obtained by application to the pro- 
per Departments.) 

Mr. Smith of Md. accordingly rose, and 
took a historical view of the provisions of the 
law respecting appropriations, and authoris- 
‘ing the wedeber of appropriations from one 
head of expenditure where it was not wanted, 
to another where the amount appropriated 
had fallen short of the necessary expenditure. 
He also laid before the house several official 
papers, exbibiting the practice at the public 
offices in regard to transfers of appropria- 
tions, &c. Whatever might be the opinion 
of the members of the house in regard to the 
expediency, generally, of transfers of appro- 
priations, be affirmed that no blame could at- 
tach to the Secretary of the Navy, who bad 





but fulfilled the provisions of existing laws. 
Having finished his view of this part of the 
subject, Mr. Smith proceeded to explain the 








Mr. Livermore, of New Hampshire, made 


cases which made necessary the addition ap- 
propriations praposed in the bill before the 
house, &c. 

The discussion, was prolonged until sun- 

















Journed, 
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set, when the committee rose without having 
eome to any conclusion on the subject before 
them. Messrs. Storrs, Mercer, Clay, Ran- 
dolph, Lowndes, and Trimble, successively 
followed Mr. Smith. 

The discussion turned wholly on the merits 
of the present mode of administering the fiscal 
branches of the several departments of the 
government—particularly as relates to the 
surplus fund and to the transfers of appropri- 
ations. After the committee had risen and 
obtained leave to sit again—Mr. Lowndes 
submitted for consideration the following re- 
solutions, which, during the preceding debate, 
he had indicated his intention to move: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
peering by law, that whenever any monies shall 

ave been ordered for the 1 se of the Department 
of War or of the Navy, by warrant from the 
Treasury. such monies, or any part thereof which 
shall remain unexpended in hands of the Treasurer, 
for one year after the date of such warrant, shall), 
be carried to the account of such surplus fund, =|: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means ! 
be instucted to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding, by law, that the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be required to add, to the estimates of the}. 
new appropriations which may be required for 
each year a statement or estimates of ail the ap- 
propriations and unexpended balances of appropri. 
ations either in the Treasury, or in the hands of 
the Treasurer, as agent of the War and Navy 
Department, which may have been made by former |) 
acts, and may be subject to the disposition of the 
Executive government, within the year to which 
the estimates apply " 

Mv. Randolph having indicated an intention to 
propose an amendment to the resolutions, (em 
bracing a repeal of the act of March 3d, 1809, 
which authorises the transfer of appropriations 
from one object to another in certain cases)—and 
Mr Lowndes having briefly remarked on this pre 

osition—.The resolutions were ,on motion of Mr. 

racy, ordered to he on the table. : 
: ‘The Speaker Jaid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting topographical 
reports, made with a view to ascertain the practa 
bility of uniting the waters ef Illinois river with 
those of ake Michigan; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed, Ad- 








December 29. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee of ways 
and means, made a report en the case of Wm. 
Coffia and others, accompanied by a bill for |! 
their relief; which was twice read and com-}, 
mitted. 

Mr. Williams, of N.C. from the committee 
of claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Elias Paris; which was read and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. W., from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Alex- 
ander Worster; which was, on motion of Mr. 
Holmes, referred to a committee of the whole | 
house. ' on 











Mr. W. from the same committee, made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Wiliam 
Henderson, which was also referred to a com- 
mittee of the wuole, 

Mr. Wiiitman, from the select committee 
appointed on the subject, reported the juint 
resolution for the further distribution of the 
Journals of the Convention, &c. with sume 
amerdments, which were severally agreed to; 
and the resolution as amended, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The Speaker laid betore the house a letter 
from the Secretary of War, comnmnicatirg a 
statement of moneys transferred from one 
specific appropriation to other specific appro- 
priations, shewing their application, &e dure 
ing the recess of Congress, by authority of 
the President of the United States, ander the 
act of March 3, 1809. 

Mr. Floyd moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructedto enquire into the expediency of in+ 
cluding the whole of the counties of Montgomery, 
Grayson, Monroe, Bath, Pendleton, and Giles, 
within the western district of Virginia, and of 
changing the times of holding the courts withig 
the said distvict. 

Mr. M?Coy moved to strike out the counties 
nained, and to insert,,in lieu thereof, All that 
part of the state of Virginia which lies west of 
the Blue Ridge. 

On suggestion of Mr. Randolph, the mo» 
tion was laid on the table. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Lowndes, 
proceeded to consider the 1esoluiions offered 
by him yesterday. 

After offering a few remarks to elucidate 
the abject. of the modification he wished to 
propose inthe first resolution, as. well as on 
their object generally, Mr. Lowndes modified 
his first proposition to read as loHhuws : 

1. Resolved, ‘that the committee on ways and 
means be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of providing by law that any moneys, although 
‘ordered for the use” of the Department of War 
or of the Navy, by warrant from the Treasury, 
which shall remain unexpended in the hands of the 
Treasurer for more thantwo years after the ex- 
piration of the calender year in which the act of 
appropriation shall have been passed, shall be car- 
ried to the surplus fund, as they would be if not 
ordered for the use of such departments: excepting 
always such mencys as may be. appropriated for a 
purpose for which a longer duration is specially 
assigned by law. 

‘The second resolution was then read, and, 
with the first,as amended, agreed to by the 
house. 

Mr. Warfield offered the following resoly- 
tion for coosideration. 

«Resolved, That the committee for the District 
of Cohumbia be instructed to report a bill for the 
purpose of procuring suitable apartments for the 


accommodation of the circuit court of the county of | 


Washington in the District of Columbia.” 
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Vor. xt) 

Mr. W. observed that it was customary for 
the United States to furnish accommudation 
for their circuit courts in the states w..ere it 
was necessary; this was the case in, Boston, 
and he presumed elsewhere. Ie would not 
say whether ise United States were bound to 
make the same provision for the people of 
this district, or of this county, but when the 
committee should report the bill the whole 
sudject would be before the House, end it 
could then take such order on it as should 
secm most proper. ; 

The question was then taken on agreeing 
to the resolution, and negatived. So the re- 
solution was rejected. 

Several motions repecting the establish- 
meut of post routes were read and referred. 

ORDERS OF TUE DAY, 

The House then resumed the anfinisled bu- 
siness of yesterday, and resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole, Mr. 11. Nelson in 
the chair, on the bil) making an appropriation 
for the support of the navy, in addition to the 
appropriation of the last session, 

Mr. Storrs moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following as a new section, 

* And be it enacted, That the sums appropri- 
ater! by this act shall be solely applied tothe objects 
for which they are an appropriated, and to 
no vther, notwithstanding the authority vested in 
the President of the United States by the first sec- 
tion of the act, entitled “* An act further to amend 
the several ucts for the establishment and regulation 
of the Vreasury, War, aml Navy Departments,” 
passed on the 3d day of March, 1809.” 

‘This amendment was agreed to—ayes, 68, 
noes 59. 

Some further debate then took place on the 
subject of appropriations generally; in which 
Mr Randolph and Mr. Smith of Md. took 
part, and Mr. Cannon spoke on an incidental 

oint. 

The three bills before the committee being 
gone through, were reported to the House. 

[itis well now to state the contents of the 
bills. ‘The first in order of importance, makes 
additional appropropriation for the support 
of the Navy for the service of 1819, viz: For 
pay and subsistence, 273,100 dollars; fur pro- 
visions, 41,400; for hospital stores &c. 8,850 
dollars, for repairs of vessels, 161,200 dolls; 
for contingent expences, 11,000 dollars; for 
the salaries of two agents, anda surveyor ap- 
pointed under the authority of the act of Con- 
gress making rescrvations of public lands to 
supply timber for naval purposes, and other 
expenses of that act, 7,500 dollars. 

The second bill makes a partial appropria- 
tion forthe military service for the year 1820, 
rm for subsistence of the Army, 220,000 dol- 

rs. 
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act to reguinte and {ix the compensation of 
the clerks in the different offices, passed the 
20ih day of April, lo19” = "This bill proposes 
to continue, vatilthe 3ist day of December, 
1820, the provision of that act which autho- 
rized tlie employment of six additional Clerks 
in the office of the ‘Uhird Aaditor, and three 
in that of the Second Compiroller, in order to 
enable those otficers to settle the mass of yet 
unsettled accounts growing out of the lute 
war. ] 

Un the question to concer with the commit- 
tee of the whole on the amendment above sta- 
ted as having been agreed to after some for- 
ther debate, the votes wus ayes 59, noes 80. 
So the aaendment was rejected. 

The three bills were then severally order- 
ed to engrossed, and to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

‘Phe engrossed resolution authorizing a fur- 
ther distribution of the Journal of the Con- 
vention, which framed the Constitution, was 
read a third time, passed, and seut to the Se- 
nate. 

And, after spending some time on a bill of 
a private nature, the title of which escaped us. 
The House adjouraed. 


December 50. 

Mr. Anderson, froin the committeee on Public 
Lands, to whom was yesterday referred the biil als 
lowing Sarah Allen the bounty land and pay which 
would have been due to her son Samuel Drew, had 
he lived, for his services ay a private in the late 
war, with instructions to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of providing for all similar cases by a general 
law, reported the said bill without amendment, and, 
further, * that it is inexpedient to pass any gencral 
law onthe subject.” ‘The said bill was tinea order- 
ed to a third reading. 

Mr. Cumpéell, from the committee on Public 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Jus. Young; which was read and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bloomfield reported a bill to authorise certain 
insane persuns to be placed on the pension list, and 
for guardians to receive pensions; which was twice 
read and cominitted. ° 

On motion of Mr. Foot, the committee on the Ju- 
diciary were instructed te enquire into the expe- 
diency of making such legislative provisions as shall 
effectually prevent the practice of duelling. [Mr. 
F, suggested, that he presumed it was only in re- 

dto the Army and Navy that Congress would 
lave any power to operate in this respect ] 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of N. York, it was 

Resoly- i, That the committee of Commerce and 
Manufactureg be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of making Great Sudus Day, on Lake 
Ontario, a port of entry. 

The engrossed bill making additional appropria- 








The third is a bill “supplementary to the’ 


tions for the support of the Navy for the year 1819, 
the en d bill making partial appropriations for 
ihe military service for the year 1820; und the bill 
suthorizing the continuance of certain clerks in the 
iffices of the Third Auditor and Sccond Comptro!- 
ler, were severally read a third time, serene 9 and 
sent lo the Senate for cuncurrence: 
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Mr. WW’ Lane. of Delaware moved a resolution to 
this effect: “That the committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to enquire intu the expediency 
of authorizing a subscription, by the United States, 
for 150 shares in the stock of the Chesapcake and 
Delaware Canal Comip:ny.” 

‘The House decided on this motion without de- 
bate, and it was negatived by a smail majority. 

Mr. Kent, of Md. offered for consideration the 
‘following resojution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to exquire into the expe 


diency of granting to said District a Delegate on; 


this floor, in the same manner as Deijegates are 
allowed to cther ‘Territories of the United States. 


On this motion the Kiouse divided, and the reso- 
lution was negatived by a considerable majority. 


The House then according to the orders of the 
day, resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr Lill inthe chair, o# the bill for the admission 
of the State of Maine into the Union. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes of Massachusetts, (the 
Chairman of the Committce wise reported jt,) the 
éecond section of the bill was stricken out as unessen- 
tial to the main object of the bill, if any provision, 
at allon the subject was necessary. 

A debate then arose on the bill, which however, 
was not opposed on principle; the object being ra 
ther to defer its consideration fora time. Aftertwo 
or three hours spent on the subject, the committee 
rose, and determined, by a majority of one vote, to 
report progress, dnd obiained leave to sit again. — 
Adjourned, 

7 DECEMBER SJ, 

Mr. Rye; from the committee on Pensions and 
Revolutionary Claims, made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of James Nourse, and of James Duffie, 
which were read and coneurred in 

Mr. Monron, from the committee on Revisal and 
unfinished businéss, made a detailed report on Usat 
subject, which was ordered to lie on the table 

Mr. Kent, from the committee onthe District of 
Columbia, reported a bill to renew the charier of 
the City of Washington, which was twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. Wixttans, of N. C from the committee ot 
Claims, made unfavorable reports on thé petitions 
ef Basil Shaw, of Thomas Hightower, of Jehn R. 
Moore, and of Robert Bay, James Clark, Christian 
Deardorf, Christian Espich, Jacob Espich, and 
teorge Rummel, which were severally read, the 
two first concurred in, and the two Jast la:d on the 
table 

Mr. Wittiams, from the same committee made a 
report favorable to the petition of Pickling Jones, 
accompanied by a bill tor his relei, which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Camese tz, from the committee on ‘Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill tor the reiiet of per- 
sons holding confirmed untocated claims for lands 
in the state of Illinois, which was twice read and 
eommitted. 
MILITIA CLOTHING. 

On motion of Mr. Casnon, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on Militia be in- 
structed to enguire into the expediency of furnish- 
ing the militia with clo.bing, when they are called 
into the service of the United Siates, or the amount 
in money, in hicu thereof, in ail cascs wherein they 
furnish themselves, 

RESTRICTION OF SLAVERY. 

On motion of Mr. Wreaay, it was 


-~ 











(No 2- 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to lay betore this House copies ot such 
‘ommunications as he may tiave received since 
i816, and such information as be may possess, in 
‘elation to the illicit introduction of slaves into the 
United States, wiih a statement of the measures 
adupted to prevent the same 

On motion of Mr Wairx an, it was also 

Resvived, Tiat the secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to lay before this House cupies of such com- 
munications as he may have received since 1816, 
and such information as he may possess, im relation 
to the illicit introduction of slaves into the United 
States, with a staiement of the measures adopted to 
prevent the same 

On motion of Mr. Coox, the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, ef the 28th inst. relative to a commu. 
nication between lake Michigan and the river Ili-. 
nois, was referred to the committee on roads and 
canals. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Sarah Allen 
was read the third time and passed. 

STATE OF MAINE. 

The honse then proceeded to the order of the 
day, and again resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Mark Langdon Hill in the chair, on 
the bill providing for the admission of the District 
of Maine into the Union as an independent state —~ 
And, no further debate arising, the committee rose 
and reported the bill and amendments to the House. 

Alier much debate on the questions arising out 
of the representationof Masvachusetts and of Maine 
in Congress, and the best mode of arranging it, if 
Congfess interposes at all respecting it, the amend- 
ment made in committee of the whole, to strike out 
of tliesbili so much as relates to this subject, was 
agreed to. 

Varicus other amendments were proposed to the 
bill; among which were the following: 


Mr. Sronns moved to amend the bill by adding a 
new section. in the following words : 

* And be it further enacted, That, untila new enu- 
meration shall be made of the inhabitants of said 
commonwealth of Massachusetss and said state of 
Maine, and a new apportionment of Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States, to be 
clected in said Massachusetts and Maine; the said 
commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be entitled to 
and may be represented in Congress by thirteen 
Representatives: and the said state of Maine shall 
be entiiled to, and may be represented in Congress 
by seven Representatives.” 

Mr. Whitman moved to amend the proposed: 
amendmeut by adding, after the enacting clause, 
these words; “ from and afier the 15th of March 
next, and.” 

This motion was negatived, as also was the main 
motion of Storrs. 

Mr. WaitMan then moved to strike out the pre- 
sent preambie to the bill, and insert the following: 

“Whereas the legisiature of the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, by an act, entitled **An act re- 
iating to the separation of the district of Maine from 
Massachusetts Proper, and forming the same into 
a separate and independent state,” passed on the 
19th day of June last, declared the consent of said 
commonwealth, that the district of Maine (being 
Wuat part of said commonwealth laying east of the 
state of New-llampslire) might be formed and 
erected into a separaiec and independent state, up- 
on certain terms and conditions in the said act par- 
ticularly specitied: 2nd provided, the Congress of 
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the United States should give its consent thereto, 
thetore the fourth day of March next: 

And whereas it appears (hat the terms and co! 
ditions proposed by said legislature, on the part a 
said commonwealth, to the people of said district 
of Maine have been by them agreed to and accept 
ed, and on their part complied with: 

And whereas a convention of delegates, dul 
chosen by the people of said district, have furmed 
a constitution and fiame of government. which is 
republican, and conformable to the principles and 
provisicns of the act aforesaid; and have petitioned 
Congress that its consent msy be given that the 
said) district, by the style and title of the State of 
Meive. may be admitied into the Union asa sepa 
rate and independent state, and on the footing of 
an original state: 

This motion was negatived. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, with few dissenting voices. 

The Spesker laid before the house two letters 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, 
in obedience to resolutions of this house, a state- 
ment of the duties accruing, and drawback payable, 
on merchandise exported during the years 1816, 
1817, and 1818; and the annual statement of the dis- 
trict tonnage of the United States, on the 3ist of 
Dec 1818; which statements were ordered to be 
printed. 

And the House adjourned to Monday. 


pecrM BEN ~7.—Continued from page 23 
DISTRICT or COLUMBIA. 

Mr. Wuirmay, of Massschusetts, offered for con- 
sideration the following resolution: 

ftesolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be directed to enquire into the expedien- 
cy of establishing a territorial government for the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr Wurman said that, on presenting this reso- 
lution, he deemed it proper to offer a few remarks 
This subject, said he, has herctofore been recom 
mended to the consideration of Congress by th« 
Executive: and the older we grow the more sensi- 
ble shull we become of the necessity of adopting 
this course. We cannot much longer be expected 
to devote much of our time to the minor affarrs o! 
this little district. Congress cannot have more time 
than will necessarily be required for the great af 
fairs of the nation. Besides, (said Mr. W.) there 
is great absurdity in our legislating for a people, of 
whom, and of whose affairs, not one of us have any 
nary ound knowledge We are, as it were, assem 

led from a foreign country, as it respects the state | 
of things in the District of Columbia. No one of us| 
has grown up in a famihar acquaintance with their | 
concerns. We, however, have a standing commit-| 
tee on the affairs of this District. ‘This committee, | 
occasionally, at the instigation of some one nan or 
set of men, within the District, bring forward bills. 
If 10 one of the committee objects to them; how- 
ever lengthy or complicated in their nature, they | 
pass sub silentio No one out of the committee, 
knows any thing of the subject matter of them or 
of their bearings. 

Sir, said Mr. W. the people in this District have 
been governed for nearly twenty years, without ba- 
ving a single voice in the enactment of their laws 
If they possess the sensibility, which we must be- 
lieve they do, in common with the rest of their fel 
low-citizens, as to the right of self-government, we 
ca nnot, long, expect them to be easy and satisfied 
in such a situation. ‘The citizens of this distric' 
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the spirit of men and of freemen, than is to be 
ound in every similar body in the United States. 

‘The affairs of the District require much of legis- 
ition, ‘The laws, at present, in it, are in the most 
erplexed condition, On the Virginia side of the 
Votomac they have the common law, the statute 
‘aw of Virginia, and the acts of congress made for 
the District, all in a confused mass. And on this 
side of the river they have the statutes of Maryland, 
mixed up with the common law, and the statutes 
made for the District. Such a jumble of laws ne- 
ver before governed any one such district of coun- 
ry. To bring order out ef such a chaos, the best 
talents and the longest acquaintance with the ac- 
tual state of things is indispensable. It is impossi- 
ble that any member of Congress, and much less 
can it be thai any considerable portion of Congress, 
can be adequate to such a task, 

This District of Columbia (said Mr W.) is, in 
every point of view, the most interesting of any 
equal portion of the Union. Here are to be assem- 
bled all the most distinguished men of our country, 
at the head of our affairs, Here is to be, for many 
years, at least, and, I could hope forever, the seat 
of the national government. Here are to assemble 
from every part of the union the representatives of 
the people, who are to reside here for a considera- 
ble portion of the year and here, also, is the fairest 
portion of the property of the Union. The pros- 
perity of this District, then, must be near to the 
heart of every member of this House, The only 
question which any one can ask is—What is the 
best mode of promoting it? My opinion is, sir, 
pthat it can only be done by self-government. To 
this I cannot believe the citizens of the District 
will object. 

But, sir, said Mr. W. T have another motive. E 
do believe that the people of this district ought to 
be at some portion of the expense of the govern- 
ment of themselves; and that it ought not, wholly, 
to devolve tipen the union at large. They ought, 
at least, to bear their proportion of the burthens in 
common with rest of their fellow-citizens. Gentle~ 
men are not, perhaps, all apprized, that the Trea- 
sury of the United States is drawn upon for every 
expenditure incident to the judiciary in this Dis- 
trict. That the grand and petit jurors and wit- 
nesses on the part of government; and the officers 
attending court, and every other contingency, is an 
incumbrance upon the Treasury Department. The 
sums that ure annually to be drawn from the Trea 
sury in this way, are by no means inconsiderable. 


| At this time, it seems that a Court-House is need- 


ed—and this, too, it would seem, must be built by 
he Government of the United States. And if the 
‘United States are to build it, the expense, we may 
judge from what has been, will not fall short of 
100,000 dollars. Ifit were to be built by the coun- 
ty of Washinglon, said Mr W.1 will undertake to 
say, it would not cost 10,000 dollars. ‘I'he United 
States have already crected a jail for this county; 
and there, said Mr. W. f should like to stop. I, for 
one, should still Se willing to pay the salary of 
their Governor, and perhaps of their Judges, 

There is no portion of the Union, said Mr. W. 
where such advantages are enjoyed by our citizens 
as in this district. If any of our State Governments 
were about: to fix on a Seat of Government, would 
there he a single town in it, the inhabitants of which 
would not willingly make great pecuniary sacrifices 
to secure so great a boon? And, if that would be 
the case as to a State government, what would any 








are surcly not less intelligent, and have not less of 


such town say to the proposal to establish within it 
the Seat of Government of the Union? The cite 
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gens of this District derive infinite benefit from the 
constant issues from the Vreasury here. And they 
are certainly as wealthy and as well able to bear 
their proportion of the qiublic burdens as any por- 
‘tion of the Union. I hope, sir, this measure will be 
adopted, as well for the benefit, of the Union as 
fur the benefit of the citizens of this District. 
Mr. Banzoun, of Va. said, if he understood the 
rpose of the resolution just offered by the mem- 
er from Massachusetts, ( of which, however, he 
wasnot sure, as he heard it  indistinctly,) it 
was, to create a territorial government, including, 
of course, a legislative department, within the Djs- 
trict of Columbia. The gentleman had urged tn 
support of his proposition, various considerations 
drawn from inconvenience. Mr. B. said, that he 
had, in some degree, experienced some of the cif 
ficulties which the gentleman had stated; particular- 
ly, as a member of this house, he had felt the difii- 
culty of devoting to the business of the District a 
due portion of time, and yet at the sume time atten- 
ding to the great public concerns of the country. 
But, sir, said he whatever may be the inconyeni- 
ence, I fear it must be submitted to, at least under 
the present constitution. He would call the atten- 
tion of the house to the clause of the constitution 
which had referrence to this subject: “Congress 
¢ shall have power to exercise exclusive legislation, 
‘in all cases whatsoever, over such district ( not 
* exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of 
‘ —_—— states, and the acceptance of Congress, 
* become the seat of government of the United 
© States.” Now sir, said he, it does appear to me 
that the mere qualification of this clause almost en-. 
tirely supersedes the necessity of. comment. The 
power to legislate is given to Congress; and, to 
make the grant more explicit and more emphatic, 
the term exclusive is added, and, finally, in aid cases 
whatsoever. We ourselves.are.a created body; to us 
has been given a certain power, confided a certain 
trust: is it competent for us to become the creators 
of another body, to which this power is to be gi- 
ven—this trust confided? Is it competent for any 
department of any government, whetber federal or 
state, to which certain political power has been 
delegated, to delegate the same power to another 
or subordinate body? Woukl the Legislature of 
Massachusetts or Virginia, for example, be able to 
delegate the legislative powers respectively granted 
to them, to any other body? He was satisfied that 
no gentleman would. undertake to hold the 
aflirmative. If the gentleman’s proposition had 
only gone to this—to the establishment of some sub- 
ordinate power, with authority to digest a system 
of laws for the District, subject to the control of 
Corgress, either by approval or disapproval, it 
would have presented another question, which 
when it shall occur, may be well worthy of consi- 
deration. But, sir, if we adopt the resolution now 
offered, and establish an independent Legislature, 
what will be our situation? Either we should con- 


tinue to exercise legislative power over the District, 
‘or we should not. In the first case our legislative 


power would not be exelusive, but concurrent ; in 
the other part of the alternative, notonly should we 
not exercise exclusive legislation, but another, pow- 
er-unknown to the constitution, would exercise ex- 
elusive legislation. Wnder these impressions he 
should vote against the resolution. 

Mr. Wuurman said, he was not convinced by the 
remarks of the gentleman from Me errs (Mr. Bar- 
bour,) of the unconstitutionality of this measure. 
His construction, saig Mr. W. of the Constitution; 
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,cannotbe correct. In giving Congress the exclu- 
j sive power of legislating for the District, nothing 
‘more was meant or intended, than to give the so- 
, vereign control over it to Congress. We have the 
|same-power over the territuries, and no other; and 
hy words of similar import—and yet we have never 
, hesitated to erect Governments over them The 
j argument of the gentleman would prove too much. 
| IF we ate obliged to exercise exclusive legisiati-n, 
land cannot delegate this power, how hapvens it 
'that we have created cities within the District, and 
i given them legislative power? The city of Wasb- 
\ington isconstantly publishing her legislative act 
jin relation to the city. If we can delegate any por- 
| tion of this power, we can, surely, deleyale the 
whole. If we can parcel it out in detail, we can 
part with it in the grass. 

Sir, said Mr, W. as Lam up, IT will just remark, 
that it will be impossible for Congress to legislate 
for this District.. Every petty purpose for which an 
act may be necessary, whether to authorize the as- 
sessment of a tax, to incorporate a company, or to 
alter a name, application must be made to Congress; 
the application be referred to a committee, the 
committee must report, perhaps by hill; the report 
be referred to a committee of the whole, and pla- 
ced among the orders of the day; and, after dis- 
cussion and amendment, reported to the house: 
Then, ifa bill, after being read the usual number 
of times be engrossed; and then enrolled and pas- 
sed; and then sent to the Senate, where it must un- 
dergo the same formalities; and, finally, receive 
the signature ofthe President Besides these spe- 
cial acts, said Mr. W. at the last session we hada 
code of laws, ina volume of five or six hundred pa- 
pes ofa general nature, laid upon our tables. The 
highest law authority in the District had deemed all 
these necessary: and that authority had again been 
requested to revise this code. But, said Mr. W. I 
have never yet been informed in what mannerthese 
laws are to obtain our sanction. Surely we are not 
to adopt the whole, in the gross, without knowing 
any thing about them, and without their undergo- 
ing any of the ordinary forms necessary to the pas- 
sage of other laws. Such legislation would be dis- 
graceful. And, if we are to transcribe each pro- 
posed act into the form ofa bill, and then to pass 
it in the ordinary way, the whole time of Congress* 
would be necessary, exclusively, for many years, 
for the purpose. Sir, I believe we have the power 
to rid ourselves of this business; and 1 hope we shall 
not fail to do it. 

Mr. Conn, of Georgia, rose to remind the House, 
and particularly those gentlemen who were not 
members of it at the last session, that the subject 
now before the House being then under considera- 
tion by the District of Columbia, some pains had 
been taken.to ascertain the sense of the citizens of 
the District on the subject. The result of the en- 
quiry mace from the three corporations of Washing- 
ton, Georgetown, and Alexandria, was an unani- 
mous declaration that they were not desirous of the 
establishment of a territorial government. With 
regard to the arguments of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, in reply to that of the gentleman 
from Virgifia, on the constitutronality of such a 
measure, if ihe gentleman would examine it closely, 
he would find that they were really arguments of 
expediency, founded on the inconveniences expe- 
rienced from the present condition of the territory. 

Mr. Coo, of Hlinois, rose, and said that, as he 
considered the resolution of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Whitman) proposed making @ 


























Vor. 18) 


provision of some importance, at least in a fiscal 
point of view, to the government, he trusted he 
should not be considered troublesome, but would 
be induiged by the house whilst he offered those 
views of the subject which had eocur® to him du- 
ring the progress of the debate. . 

Iconcur, said Mr. C. with the gendeman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Barbour,) in the proposition that 
a legislative body, created by the constitution of 
the state, cannot itself create a subordinate legis- 
lature, aad impart thereto those powers of legisla 
tion with which it was itself clothed. It would, as 
the gentleman has urged, be making the creature 
equal to, and in turn itselt.a creator. : 

But, sir, whilst 1 admit the correctness of this 
proposition, 1 must beg leave to differ with the 
gentleman, wheu he supposes that it comes in colli- 
sion with the resolution now betore the house.— 
The resolution proposes the establishment of a ter- 
ritorial government, within the District of Colum- 
bia. But, says the gen'leman, the constitution vests 
the power of leguslating for that District, erciusidely 
in Cangress, and, from the expressions in that in- 
strument, that power Cannot b@ imparted to a su- 
bordinate legislature. Sir, in construing the con 
stitution, I liold it as a correct principle, that all its 
parts should be taken together; and, adopting this , 
as the rule of construction, 1 think it will appear 
evident that it was not the intention of the conven- 
tion, in using those words, that Congress itself 
should “exercise exclusive legislation” over the dis- 
trict;"but that those expressions were used for tie 
purpose of precluding ihe sovereign authority of 
those states, from which the district might be pur- 
chased, from exércising it thereafter over the dis- 
trict, and thereby protect the national legislawure 
and the various departments of the government, | 
aguinst the operation of laws paased by any other 
wathority than itself, or such authority as would be 
amenable to it. 

It cannot be doubted, Mr. Speaker, that, at the 
time the constitution was adopted, it was intended 
and expected to pufchase this * ten miles square” 
for the seat of the national government, from one or 
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sions of the constitution with that clause which 
gives to Congress the power to make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory and 
other property of the United States. It is true, sir, 
this latter clause does not declare that Congress 
shall have the power exclusively to make those 
needful rales ey regulations; and it was for an ob- 
vious reason: it was this sir—That over the terri- 
tories belonging to the United States, without the 
boundaries of any particular state, there could be 
no co-existing sovereignty, the exclusive sovercign- 
ty already being vested in Con The word 
exclusive Was therefore unnecessary, because there 
was no other sovereign authority to be excladed.— 
And yet Congress is empowered to make those 
necdtul rules and regulations; a power which Con- 
gress has, in part, invariably exercised, through the 
medium of subordinate legislatures. 

And, sir, the moment the sovereignty of the fe- 
derul government became complete over the Dis- 
trict of Coiumbia, that very moment, by taking all 
the constiutuon together, it stood upon the same 
footing with the other territory of the United 
States; and Gongress was authorised to make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting it. And, 
upon the same principle that territorial govern- 
ments have been established west of the Mississip- 
pi, as a needful rule and regulation respecting that 
territory, Congress may establish a territorial ge- 
vernment in this district. 

1 contend, then, said Mr. C. that the only reason 
why the terms in which the powers of Con 
are coughed, in the one case, are stronger than 
they are in the other, is, that, in the one case, pro- 
vision was tv be made. for transferring a pre-exist- 
ing sovereignty from the less to the greater sover- 
eign, and, in the other, the greater was already 
possessed of that sovereignty. And if in the one 
case Congress have authority to impart legislative 
power to & sttbordinate legislature, it has it equally 
in the other. 

‘Wf 1 have arrived fairly at this conclusion, Mr. 
Speaker, I would then remark, that the honorable 
member fron Massachusetts (Mr. Whitman) has, 











more states, the boundaries whercof were already 
defined by their own constitutions or charters, and | 
whose sovereignty was co-extensive with those | 
boundaries; and in order therefore to exclude that | 
‘sovercignty, after such purchase by the federal go- | 
verument, it was necessary to use expressions at 
least as strong as those that have been teed, al-: 
though different terms might have been employed } 
to convey the same intention. 2 
if we will pursue the same clause of the constitu- i 
tion throughout, an additional argument may be: 
drawn therefrom, in support of this position :| 
§ Congress shall have power to raise and support’ 
armies, and provide for the common detence.” Te ; 
tnake all regulations concerning the erection to 
forts, arsenals, magazines, &c would seem, there- 
fore, to be implied in this delegation of power; yet, 
vecause these posts might, and necessarily would 
be, within the limits of sovereign states, it was ne- 
cessary to guarantee, by the constituticn, exclusive 
sovereignty over such places to the fer eral govern- 
ment. It was necessary, otherwise the state sove 
reignties might interfere with the views of the fe- 
deral government in relation to those nlaces; and 
hece we see that Congress is authorised to “ exer. 
eisc exclusive legislation” over such places, in ex- 
pros: terms 
od, sir, this construction will appear the mnve 
Teasunuble when we compare the foregoing prori- 








in my estimation, fully demonstrated the expedien- 
cy of exercising that power. For, said Mr, C. if 
we may judge from the journals of the house, we 
would beled to suppose that near one tenth of the 
time of Corgress was spent in legislating for this 
District; and, if this be trae. six, it is certainly ex. 
rer, too much of the national treasure in ge. 
ating for so small’ a portion-of our 


— 


| Economy, therefore, seems to demand the 


tion of this measure. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to Mre 
Whitman’s motion, and decided in the negative hy 
a close division. 


The African Coloniz~won Society have chartered 
the ship Eliza at New York, to carry out such free 
blacks as are. willing to embark. It is said there 
are 30 persons engaged to go from New-York, 50 
from Philadelphia, and 70 from Virginia. They 
contemplatea fixing the establishment at a place 
called Searboroug!: 100. miles south of Sierra Le- 
one, in a fine clime and fruitful soil. 

An Acep Paraior.—The Newburyport 
Mercury ‘thentions, that on Wednesday last, 
the venerable Wa. Every, collector of New- 
port, and one of the four surviving patriots 
who signed the Declaration of Independence, 
entered the 93d year of his age.. 4 
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ESTIMATES OF GOVERNMENT EXPENSES 
FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 


[TRANSMITTED TO coNGRESS ] 
Treasury Department, 
Dec. 23, 1819. 

Sir: Thrve the honor to transmit, herewith, for 
the information of the House of Representatives, a: 
estimate of the appropriations/proposed for the 
year 1820, amounting to $15,417,553 72; viz: 

Civil list, miscellaneous and foreign 
intercourse, 2,404,693 93 

Military department, including In- 
dian department, & revolutionary and 
military pensions, 10,292,831 03 

Navy department, including marine 
corps, 2,702,028 76 





To which add permanent appropriations, viz: 





Sinking Fund, $10,006,000 00 
Gradual increase of the navy, 1,000,000 00 
Arming militia, 200.000 00 
Indian annuities, 165,725 00 

_ Also, navy deficit for this year, 500,000 00 
11,856,725 00 


The funds from which the appropriations for the 
year 1820 may be dischargedare the following, viz- 
1, ‘rhe sum of six hundred thousand dollars, an- 
nually reserved by the acts of the 4th of Au: 
gust, 179), out of the duties and customs, 
towards the expenses of the government. 

2. Lhe surplus which may remain of the cus- 
toms and internal duties, after. satisfying the 
sums for which they are pledged and appro- 
priated. 

3. Any other unappropriated money which may 
be in the Treasury during the year 1820. 

IT have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
WM H. CRAWFORD. 
The honorable the Srzaxen 
of the House of Representatives. 





Tyeasury Department, 
Register’s Office, Dec. 21, is19.§ 
Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith the 
general estimate of appropriations for the service of 
the year 1820, viz: 
Civil department, 1,099,835 
Submissions for do. 19,100 00 


1,118,933 29 

Miscellaneous, ¥71.482 88 

Intercourse with foreign nations, 333,076 75 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, Viz: 


Expenses of the army, 3.380,614 96 
Permanent objects, 3,003,971 04 
Military pensions, 426,845 U3 
Revolutionary pensions, 3,066,400 00 


Hulf pay pensions to widows and or- 
phans , 
Indian department, 


100,000 00 
315,000 Ov 
10,292,831 U3 
2,474,507 50 
997,524 26 





Naval establishment, 
Marine corps, 


2,702,028 76 


Total amount, including submissions, $15,417,555 72 




















{Not 


I have the honor to be, sir; your most obedient 
servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon. W H. Crawronn, 
Secreta~.of the ‘Treasury. 
" — 


EXPORTS. 


The following is a brief analysis of the amount of 
Exports during the last year: 
‘ Treasury DerartMent. 
Decem)er 17, i819. 


Sim—I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a 
statement of exports from the United States, during 
the year ending on the 30ti of September, 1819, 
amonnting in value to $70,142,251, viz. 

i the articles of Domestic produce o- 





manufacture, $50,975,838 
FOREIGN. 
iintitled to drawback, 15,801,676 
Not entitled to drawback, 3,364,007 
19,165,683 





Which articles appear to have been exported to 
the following countries, viz. 





Domestic. Foreign. 

To the dominions | of 
Great Britain, $26,908.088 2,833,701 
France, 8,108 922 2,933,279 
Spain, 4,404,971 3,702,288 
Netherlands, 2,699,388 2,130,726 
Portugal, 1,950,844 312,736 
Denmark and Norway, 1,198,232 842,500 

Russia, Prussia, Swe- 
den, Hansetowns and 2,617,475 2,139,355 

ports of Germany, 
China, 74,896 1,512,975 
All other: countries, 3,014,082 2.758,022 
$50,975,838 19,165,683 
—<=_—— 
A TABLE, 


Of the quantity of water contained in the St 
Lawrence and all its tributary lakes and rivers; 
from Darby’s Tour. 


Medium Superficial Solid contents 
depth area in ft. in feet. 

Superior ft 900 836,352,000,000 752,716,800,000,000 
Huron........900 527,568,000,000 501,81 1,200.000,000 
Michigan...900 376,898,400,000 339,208, 560,000,000 
Eric. w.. «0120 418,176,000,000 50,181,120.000,000 
Ontario.......492 200,724,480,000 98,736.444,160 000 
St Lawrence 

other rivers$ 41,176,000,000 83,520,000,000 
& smaller lks 


2,430,894,880,090 1,742,757,644,160,000 


Lake Superior, in its greatest length is 381 miles; 
its breadth 161, and its circumference is little less 
than 1154 miles; it is as remarkable for the transpar- 
ency of its waters as its extarordinary depth. 

¢Lake Huron, from west to east, is 218 statute 
miles long--at its western extremity it is less than 
100 miles broad—and at about one hundred miles 
from its eastern shore, it is barely 60miles broad— 
but near the centre it suddenly bends away to the 
southward, and is 160 miles in Leeadeh, making cir- 
cumference of little less than 812 miles 

Lake Michigar, deepens into a bay 202 miles 
in length, ty 65 in breadih—and its entire circum; 
fernce is 731 miles. 

















